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While  attempting  to  eat  lunch  amid  the  havoc  of  a  certain 
dining  hall,  I  began  talking  to  a  friend,  who,  in  between  the 
mouthfuls  of  some  culinary  extravaganza,  looked  around  and 
finally  remarked  very  casually,  "You  know,  maturity  is 
accepting  one's  own  insignificance."  This  comment  sent  me 
thinking.  To  begin  with,  what  are  the  psychological  reasons 
that  make  a  person  either  mature  or  immature  (oh,  Mr.  Freud, 
where  are  you  when  we  need  you?).  One  way  of  analyzing  things 
is  to  look   at  the  development  of  the  individual.  For  instance, 
small  children  live  in  their  own  little  world  of  toys  and  of 
fantasy.  They  are,  in  effect,  the  master,  the  center,  the 
operator.  When  some  get  older,  though,  they  refuse  to  realize 
that  they  are  not  the  center  of  the  real  world  and  do 
everything  in  order  to  exhibit  their  importance  --  from 
succumbing  to  the  irresistable  urges  of  cutting  up  sausages  and 
throwing  bits  out  the  window,  decorating  bathrooms  with  shaving 
cream,  or  in  extreme  cases,  ingenuously  declaring  "I'etat  est 
moi."  Decidedly,  however,  "accepting  insignificance"  is  too 
belittling  a  term.  People  are  significant,  and  (at  the  risk  of 
sounding  ultra-cliched )  each  has  something  to  contribute. 
Perhaps  it  is  better  to  state,  much  like  Timothy  Findley  would, 
"Maturity  is  realizing  one  is  not  the  center  of  the  world." 

"Baby  face.  You  got  the  cutest  little  baby  face.  Baby 
face . . . . " 
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M  T  A  T   IV 


The  Voice  of  Grade  Eight 


Since  Grade  Eight  hasn't  had  much  to  say  recently  (which 
a  first  according  to  the  staff),  the  voice  of  Grade  Eight  is 

to  a  different  but  interesting  topic.  This 


IS 

forced  to  move 


on 


topic^^is  1987:A  Year  of  Transition.  "What  kind  of  topic  is 
this?"  you  might  ask.  "An  infinitely  better  one  than  you  can 
conjure  up  in  these  dull  times!"  My  response  is  this  article. 


/, 


Though  my  predictions  have  been  known  to  go  wrong  (ie. 
The  Oilers  being  Stanley  Cup  Champs  in  1986),  you  can  rest 
assured  that  these  predictions  will  be  infallible,  and  that 
1987  will  be  a  year  of  transition.  After  all,  1987  is: 

1.  The  year  after  provincial  elections  in  Quebec  and  the  year 
before  federal  elections  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

2.  The  year  after  the  World  Cup,  but  the  year  before  the 
Olympics . 

3.  The  year  after  Clint  Eastwood  became  mayor  of  Carmel 

A   The  year  after  Bobby  returns  to  Dallas,  yet  the  year  before 
Bobby  leaves  Dallas  and  we  are  told  to  become  amnesiacs  once 
again  and  forget  everything  that  happened  last  season.  It  was 
all  "just  a  dream" 

5.  The  year  after  J. McEnroe,  A. .  Schv/arzenneger  and  J.Carson  get 
married;  yet,  the  year  before  they  get  divorced. 

6.  The  year  after  the  start,  not  to  mention  the  year  after  the 
cancellation,  of  the  Lucille  Ball  Show. 

7.  The  year  after  the  Bears  win  the  Super  Bowl  and  the  year 
after  William  Perry  falls  flat  on  his  fat  face. 

Sammy's  fearless  predictions  for  1987: 

1.  Crystal  Gail  will  get  a  haircut 

2.  Imelda  Marcos  will  open  a  shoe  and  bra  store. 

3.  Raines  and  Dawson  will  return  to  the  Expos  in  embarassment 
after  nobody  signs  them. 

4.  Oliver  North  will  publish  a  book  about  Iran  Scam  with  a 
special  introduction  by  Ronald  Reagan. 

5.  The  stupid  Chiclets  commercial  with  puppets  of  Reagan  and 
Gorbachev  will  be  taken  off  the  air,  and  "He  Shoots,  He  Scores" 
will  be  put  back  on. 

6.  Aaron  Rand  will  run  out  of  jokes.  (Wow!  that  prediction's 
already  come  true!) 

7.  Mr. Booth  will  be  picked  up  by  the  NSA  for  knowing  too  much 
classified  information  for  his  own  good. 

8.  The  qualities  of  my  articles  will  improve. 

As  you  can  see,  this  article  is  quickly  deteriorating,  so 
I  will  mercifully  put  an  end  to  it. 

Sirdeshpande 


Mark  Tips 


As  you  will  recall,  my  last  article  in  Nexus  discussed  the 
impending  doom  of  exams.  My  last  word  of  advice  was  the  proverb 
"grin  and  bear  it." 

So,  I  feel  duty  bound  to  follow  up  on  the  results  of  the 
exams,  or  rather  on  how  to  get  good  ones. 

As  we  return  to  school  from  our  Christmas  vacations,  many 
of  us  met  with  the  unpleasant  surprise  of  having  our  parents 
know  the  results  of  bur  exams.  This  article  is  to  help  those  of 
us  (myself  included)  who  were  not  totally  satisfied  with  their 
marks  (or  closer  to  the  truth,  who  had  parents  who  were  not 
totally  satisfied  with  their  marks!). 

To  find  the  answers,  I  went  to  honour  roll  -  students  and 
those  students  with  high  averages  and  asked  them  what  they  do 
to  get  good  marks. 
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does  well 


in 


Lawrence  Chen  replied  that  he  tries  not  to  get  anxious,  he 
doesn't  wait  to  the  last  minute  to  do  work,  tries  to  memorize 
key  points,  and  rests  every  so  often  during  studying.  Lawrence 
said  that  practice  was  the  key  to  success  in  math. 

Another  student,  agreed  with  Lawrence  in  saying  that 
taking  notes,  taking  breaks  and  not  driving  too  hard  helped 
to  achieve  good  results.  Blake  Ferger  and  Ian  Rae  both  said 
thft  the  secret  of  success  is  organization. 

One  student  said  that  awareness  and  paying  attention 
class  helped  his  marks,  and  another  stated  that  he  Hopc:  w 
the  subjects  that  he  likes. 

With  this  advice  in  mind,  I  went  to  the  teachers  to  ask 
what  they  thought.  Mr.  Lumsden  suggested  that  hard  work  and 
determination  are  the  main  ingredients  for  success.  Mr.  Litvack 
stressed  the  importance  of  a  positive  attitude.  Another  teacher 
sale'  that  organizing  notes,  underst rending  of  the  material  and 
being  determined  were  the  keys. 

My  interview  yields  four  schools  of  thought: 
i.  Lite-stylists  place  importance  on  resting  and  avoidir."^ 
stress . 
2.  Some 
3. 
A. 
and 


^iome  maintain  a  positive  attitude  and  prepare  mentally. 
Some  are  hard-core  memorizers.  May  they  never  burn  out. 
Others  are  pragmatists  —  they  organize,  plan,  prioritize 
practice . 


and  practice. 

Although  I  agree  with  arguments  for  all  types  of  studying, 
I  believe  that  the  most  important  asset  in  doing  exams,  tests, 
and  assignments  is  the  ability  to  keep  cool. 


Aspinall 


Well,  yet  another  new  year  has  commenced,  and  we  are 
only  left  to  contemplate  on  the  past  successes  and  failures  we 
encountered  in  1986.   By  now  we  have  all  made,  and  probably 
broken,  our  New  Year's  resolutions,  and  are  all  trying  to  start 
anew.   Therefore,  we  must  try  to  put  the  crushing  playoff 
losses  handed  to  many  of  our  Selwyn  House  fall  teams  behind  us. 
We  must  try  to  forget  the  all  too  numerous  dismal  marks  on  our 
exams.   Above  all,  however,  we  must  forget  old  enmities  and 
tensions  and  make  a  serious  attempt  to  work  towards  new  and 
better  relationships  throughout  the  school. 

In  truth,  I  feel  that  1987  (despite  being  a  prime 
number)  will  be  a  great  year.   Our  basketball  teams  can  only 
improve  on  their  0-4  records  and  the  hockey  team  has  already 
won  their  first  game.   The  backgammon  league  has  finally 
started,  and  in  general  the  school  is  buzzing  with  excitement 
and  newly  found  energy.   The  winter  carnaval  and  ski  day  are 
coming  up  fast,  and  the  "Christmas"  ball  will  arrive  soon 
enough.   In  all,  despite  the  comments  of  certain  cynics  1987  is 
turning  out  great  and  good  times  are  still  to  come. 


Dilda 


Graduation:  A  Time  for  Reflection 


Graduation  ceremonies  have  finished,  and  those  blue  and 
black  fold-up  chairs  which  we  had  waited  so  long  to  so 
prestigiously  sit  on  at  assemblies  have  been  packed  awaj'  for 
the  summer.   The  prizes  have  been  presented  and  the  speeches, 
spoken.   It's  over.   You  exit  the  hallowed  halls  of  Selwyn, 
perhaps  for  the  last  time.   Fond  memories  of  days  gone  by  are 
simply  that,  memories.   All  the  tests  have  been  written,  all 
assignments  handed  in,  all  the  exams  passed.   You  are  free. 
Free  to  succeed  or  free  to  fail  in  your  chosen  enterprises. 

This  will  be  the  scene  when  the  Class  of  '87  graduates 
from  Selwyn.   All  the  years,  lost  but  not  forgotten.   What  will 
you  yourself  be  thinking  when  the  Headmaster  presents  you  with 
your  diploma?   "Am  I  prepared  for  what  lies  ahead  of  ne?"  "Will 
I  be  a  success  at  my  new  school  or  will  I  fail  by  not  living  up 
to  Lhe  high  standards  Selwyn  has  given  me?"  "I  never  knew  the 
Headmaster  was  shorter  than  me."  Whatever  you  ponder  at  this 
important  stage  of  your  life,  it  will  surely  favour  the  school 
which  has  affected  our  lives  in  such  a  great  way. 


ir.  o  r  e 


David    Me tea  If 


TAFF  COLUMN 
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For  the  past  two  years,  the  Grade  8-9  Drama  Class  has 
presented  its  annual  production  in  March  on  the  evening  of 
Parents'  Open  House.  This  meant  that  the  intensive  rehearsal 
and  production  period  coincided  with  the  end  of  term,  a  time 
usually  quite  busy  with  term  projects  or  winter  sports 
playoffs,  and  a  tine  renowned  as  well  for  low  levels  of 
physical  and  mental  energy.   This  unfortunate  situation, 
coupled  with  the  desire  to  balance  Selwyn's  "dramatic 
calendar,"  led  to  the  decision  to  move  the  Gr. 
to  November. 


•ade  8-9  production 


The  November  date  had,  however,  its  own  pitfalls,  some  of 
.'Irich  were  apparent  at  the  outset,  and  others  which  lay 
-.levo'-ly  in  v;ait  for  the  unsuspecting  director.  The  first 
r actor  to  contend  with  was  the  late  opening  of  the  school  in 
September,  resulting  in  a  nine  week  rehearsal/production 
fichedule.  This  may  sound  like  a  long  time,  but  when  one  has  two 
jorty-minute  classes  per  week  in  which  to  cover  everything  from 
£1  first  reading  to  a  dress  rehearsal,  time  takes  wing.  Thus  it 
vas  a  rude  necessity  of  life  to  have  early  morning  rehearsals, 
cs  wi  11  as  rehearsals  in  the  evenings  or  on  weekends  toward  the 
bitter  end. 

As  had  always  happened  in  March,  the  class  members  were 
already  busy  with  a  variety  of  tests,  essays,  and  sports 
activities.   Despite  these  problems,  our  production  of  Tom 
Sawyer  not  only  made  it  to  the  stage  but  was,  to  my  mind,  a 
great  success,  fulfilling  all  objectives  which  had  prompted  our 
mounting  the  production  in  the  first  place.  This  success  can  be 
attributed  to  only  one  thing--cooperation t 

The  atmosphere  of  cooperative  effort  at  Selwyn  House  makes 
possible  many  things  which  might  otherwise  be  rejected  at  the 
outset  as  impossible  for  a  school  of  this  size.  In  producing 
Tom  Sawyer,  I  rarely  encountered  negatives,  whether  from  boys 
or  staff.  I  always  felt  that  requests  for  aid,  materials,  and 
time  were  met  with  a  generous  output  of  support,  if  not 
outright  enthusiasm. 

All  kinds  of  resources  were  tapped  in  the  school.   All 
departments  contributed  in  some  manner  or  form.  Staff  members 
were  extremely  generous  in  donating  props,  costumes,  and,  most 
precious  of  all,  their  time  and  expertise.  And  then  there  wre 
all  the  sutdents  who  helped  out.  Many  who  were  not  intimately 
connected  to  the  production  carried  scenery,  filmed,  or 
assisted  in  many  odd  and  unrewarding  tasks.  They  gave  fully  of 
their  time  and  energy.  Finally,  credit  must  go  where  credit  is 
due:  to  the  8-9  Drama  Class.  The  class  list  is  one  which  might 
make  the  stoutest  pedagogical  heart  quiver.  Nonetheless,  they 
are  a  group  of  boys  possessing  great  talent,  energy, 
creativity,  and  a  desire  to  succeed.  They  earned  every  bit  of 
applause  they  received. 

All  of  this  was  made  possible  by  the  atmosphere  of 
cooperation  which  pervades  Selwyn  House.  It  creates  an 
environment  in  which  anything  is  possible.  My  heartfelt  thanks 
are  extended  to  all  who  lent  a  hand  or  anything  else  to  make 
Tom  Sawyer  a  success. 

Carol  Manning 


SHARE  YOUR  TALENT 

On  February  13th,  this  year's  talent  show  will  take  place. 
If  you,  or  your  group,  would  like  to  entertain  the  school  with 
a  talented  skit,  story.  Lip  Sine,  or  musical  extravaganza,  then 
start  getting  your  act  prepared.  Auditions  (screening  sessions) 
will  take  place  the  first  week  of  February.  We  know  that  there 
is  talent  of  quality  out  there  in  those  hallways,  so  get 
involved  by  preparing  your  act.  We  need  your  participation. 
Thank-you . 

Carnival  Committee 
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PI  is  not  Just  a  Number  —  For  Now 

I  am  writing  this  article  to  announce  the  birth  of  PI  -- 
the  Peace  Initiative.  It  is  the  long-awaited  peace  group  at 
Selwyn  House;  it  will  not,  however,  survive  for  long  if  it 
continues  to  have  only  one  member.  Do  you  remember  the  group  of 
students  who  came  to  talk  to  us  one  afternoon  last  year?  Each 
student  represented  a  particular  country  in  need:  Bangladesh, 

aims  to  help  these  and  other  countries,  but  you  might  ask,  "Why 
Canada?"  Canada  stands  in  need  of  knowledge  of  ways  to  help 
these  countries  and  to  fight  its  own  problems,  Hovever,  before 
PI  can  begin  its  larger  tasks  of  assistance  to  others,  it  must 
first  be  given  a  certain  amount  of  help  to  start  acting 
effectively  as  a  peace  organization.  PI  will  soon  become  a 
chapter  of  SAGE  (Students  Against  Global  Extermination),  SADD 
(Students  Against  Drunk  Driving),  Amnesty  International,  and 
the  Jersey  Wildlife  Preservation  Trust.  With  the  combined  help 
of  these  organizations  and  the  members  of  Selwyn  House,  PI  will 
attempt  to  provide  (1)  aid  in  combatting  warfare  and  the 
nuclear  threat;  (2)  aid  in  combatting  addiction  to  alcohol, 
tobacco,  and  drugs,  particularly  when  addiction  leads  to 
fatalities;  (3)  help  to  beleaguered  political  prisoners  and 
victims  of  injustice  and  armed  conflict;  and  (4)  assistance  in 
order  to  save  the  natural  environments  and  plant  and  animal 
species  of  the  world  from  extinction.  Our  aims  are  high,  our 
hearts  are  true,  but  PI  cannot  survive  without  help  from  you. 
If  anyone  at  Selwyn  House  would  like  to  join  PI,  he  would  be 
■;elcome ,  because  one  member  is  not  much  of  a  group.  Please 
contact  me  if  you  are  interested;  if  not,  then  PI,  and  most 
likely  any  other  peace  initiative  at  Selwyn  House,  is  history. 

Blake  Ferger,  9c 
Founding  Member  of  PI 


Selwyn's  Changing  Attitudes  to  Dress 


In  keeping  in  perfect  touch  with  the  culture  of  the 
eighties,  it  seems  that  Selwyn  House  is  becoming  more  and  more 
socially  expressive  in  terms  of  its  dress  manner.  Even  the 
teachers,  who  prefer  to  promote  the  terribly  secure  and 
indifferent  approach  to  dressing,  are  now,  or  so  it  seems, 
changing  their  points  of  view. 

Not  so  long  ago,  when  the  author  found  himself  in  the  midst 
of  grade  five,  differences  in  dressing  were  few  and  far 
between.  Everyone  wore  the  obligatory  Oxford  grey  straight-leg 
flannel  pants,  the  terribly  plain  non-button-down-collar  shirts 
available  from  either  Howarth's  or  Warren's,  On  top  of  all  this 


se 


regalia  was  the  usual  three  button  wool  blazer.  As  far  as  shoes 
went  (Ha!  Ha!)  there  was  not  much  individualism  to  be  found  in 
the  immediate  environment  of  the  school  community,  since 
everyone  wore  the  tres  chic  suede  Wallabees  (in  the  only 
socially  acceptable  colour,  dark  brown).  The  staff  members  of 
the  school  were  equally  monotonous  as  far  as  their  modes  of 
dress  went.  "You  seen  one,  you  seen  'em  all"  is  the  apt  phrase 
that  quickly  comes  to  mind.  Let  me  assure  yoq  readers  that  all 
this  has  dramatically  changed  in  the  small  space  of  a  few 
years,  and  Selwyn  House  has  therefore  become,  at  least 
outwardly,  a  very  much  different  place  t-o  observe. 

To  give  you  just  a  few  pieces  of  evidence  of  this  changing 
attitude  at  Selwyn,  let  me  say  the  following:  It  is  not  et  p.11 
uncommon  to  walk  into  the  school  at  about  8:15  and  find  that 
all  the  people  whom  you  encounter  are  wearing  an  entirely 
different  "outfit",  a  fact  which  would  have  been  considered 
very  unusual  just  a  few  years  ago.  A  piece  by  piece  look  at  the 
situation  may  prove  more  revealing.  On  average,  it  is  most 
possible  to  see  at  least  five  or  six  totally  different  shirt 
styles,  in  almost  all  possible  combinations  of  blue  and  white, 
with  either  button-down  or  un-buttonned  collars,  and  even  thes 
tend  to  vary  greatly.  Pants  have  changed  from  the 
striaght-legged  variant  to  one  which  is  pleated  and  cuf.'ed.  The 
colour  of  these  now  ranges  from  very  light  grey  to  almost 
black,  and  the  pants  are  often  of  a  mixed  design.  Shoes  have 
certainly  caused  the  major  upset  in  the  school  dress  community, 
and  the  manufacturers  of  Wallabees  must  surely  be  experiencinp 
great  deficits  even  as  we  speak,  "in"  at  the  moment  are  penny 
loafers,  but  any  sharp  toed  model  is  clearly  more  common  than 
the  old  proven  ones. 

Even  the  teachers  are  getting  in  on  the  action,  and  now 
seem  to  adopt  a  changing  outlook  on  the  way  that  they  present 
themselves.  Nowhere  is  the  change  mo'e. di amaLicaliy  visible 
than  in  certain  areas  of  the  srleT>:^e  department,  where  one 
tearer  pifffers  i:o  S|  3nd  his  VriJ-iy  w  ven  j  r\  /  •  f.ho^ji.J  n^;  -' -  ii 
wife  for  the  latest  in  Tweed  jackets  rather  than  spending  a 
quiet  evening  at  home.  Another  member  of  the  same  department 
dug  heavily  into  the  pockets  of  the  school  finances  when  he 
felt  it  necessary  to  present  a  more  polished  image  and  invested 
money  into  expensively  tailored  labcoats,  which,  incidentally, 
come  in  different  colours. 

This  article  was  not  meant  to  serve  as  a  guide  for  what 
and  what  not  to  wear  to  school,  but  rather  to  reflect  the 


..VI  wi.ai.  iiui.  uw  wcai  uu  bciiuux,  uut  ratner  to  reiiect  tne 
hanging  trends  within  the  school  and  to  offer  insight  as  to 
ow  far  the  legal  barrier  may  be  streched  without  fears  of 


reprisal . 


Nicolaus  Harnack 
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STORAGE  DISK  CRASHES  AND  BURNS 

It  is  with  great  sadness  we  must  announce  the  absence  of  three 
fine  essays  that  were  to  appear  in  this  issue  of  Nexus. 
Kovalik,  Csabrajetz,  and  Naudie  each  wrote  pieces  that 
qualified  for  the  QAIS  Essay  Competition,  whose  winners  will  be 
announced  in  February.  The  editors  felt  this  writing  should  be 
shared  as  examples  of  good  writing  at  our  school.  Regretably, 
these  three  were  lost  in  a  tragic  disk  accident.  All  efforts  at 
satisfactorily  retrieving  them  came  to  naught:  each  was  merely 
a  pale  shadow  of  its  former  self.  We  offer  both  our  thanks  and 
condolences  to  these  three  students  and  their  families. 


NEXT  ISSUE:   Our  next  number  will  be  our  famous  carnival  issue. 
We  hope  that  anyone  with  opinions  on  this  "event"  will  share 
them  with  us  in  writing.   Our  deadline  is  next  Wednesday, 
February  4. 


